
Urban Choice Charter School
Redefining Urban Education

 *** MARCH 2010 NEWSLETTER ***

IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER

Mar. 3:    School Based Planning 4:00 pm
Mar. 4:    Board of Trustees meeting 6:00 
pm    
Mar. 6:    Parent Forum 9:00 a.m.
Mar. 6:    Family Crafting Day 10:00-2:00
Mar. 15:  SCHOOL IN SESSION!
Mar. 23:  Parent Satisfaction surveys sent 
                 home

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Apr. 28:  Open House and Scholastic Book
                Fair 
May 21:  New Yorker Artist HARRY 
BLISS is coming!!!

* * * * * *

TRANSPORTATION and 
ATTENDANCE

                   Kisha Stubbs

Transportation Problems?

     Call the Transportation Dept.  
directly at 336-4000.  They will direct 
your call to the proper terminal.  If they 
cannot help you, call Ms. Stubbs or Mr. 
Schmidt at 288-5702.

Attendance Procedure:
(1)  Call the school at 288-5702 to  
report your child will be out;
(2)  Send in a written excuse when your 
child returns to school.
(3)  Children who do not have a written 
excuse will be marked as an 
“unexcused absence”.

Middle School RTS Bus Passes…
RTS bus passes may be obtained at the  
Rochester City School District  
Transportation Dept., 835 Hudson  
Avenue, from 7:00-3:00 daily.  Ask for  
Ms. Bermudez.  Each bus pass will cost  
$2.00.  Bus passes may also be  
obtained here at UCCS from Ms.  
Stubbs for the same $2.00 cost.

A Message From Our Founder
John Bliss

 
Getting it right

I have been spending a lot of time reading about what makes great schools 
and how school districts can improve themselves.  The essays have been 
written by all kinds of people and there are some different opinions but when 
you cut through all of the biases and attitudes there are some common 
themes that keep coming up.  One in particular makes me feel very proud 
about how we do things at Urban Choice.

Great schools have a clear culture.  There is a palpable vibe that visitors get 
when they walk in.  There is a sense of belonging and continuity.  Does this 
mean everything is perfect and everyone is doing exactly the same thing? 
No, but it does mean that the staff and students understand what is 
expected of them and they buy in.  There is honesty, respect and caring 
among those of us in the community.  There are also tears, anger and 
frustration.  The school reflects life.  Emotions vary from day-to-day but 
through all the distractions is a common focus on kids and teachers.

Urban Choice Charter School still makes decisions that revolve around the 
classrooms and by doing this we have remained true to our mission.  When 
things don’t go as we plan or we are thrown off course there is a common 
question we ask ourselves - Will the end result improve conditions for kids  
and teachers?  The atmosphere in the classrooms set the tone for the rest of 
the school.  We can manipulate what we do and who may do it but in the 
end, culture trumps structure.  The happiness factor is never 
underestimated.
_______________________________________________________

DEAN’S CORNER
Jonathan Schmidt

There are great things happening at Urban Choice Charter School 
every day for your children.  Our school combines the resources and 
expertise of highly effective teachers and the invaluable support of an 
involved community.  The two in combination is what sets UCCS in a class 
of its own - empowering and inspiring all students to lead successful lives.

All of our students receive maximum teacher attention due to the 
numerous adults supervising in and around their classrooms.  They ensure 
that instruction matches each student individually in order to achieve growth 
and progress to enter the next grade level equipped with the necessary 
skills.  If needed, our Student Support Services group implements strategies 
to ensure student progress.  Our specialty teachers never tire of delivering 
engaging instruction in the areas of music, art, computers, and PE, rounding 
out our students’ educational experience.  We consider our students the best 
of the best.

All of this is complimented by our after school programs:  Chorus, 
Arts & Crafts, Martial Arts, Robotics and Knitting, not to mention our new 
Saturday program.  We are also looking forward to our upcoming Arts Night 
where our students will perform live and have their art work on display.  Our 
dedicated UCCS parents are involved in our activities, and have even 
supported us on our recent trip to Albany for Advocacy Day.  There is so 
much going on at our school and not near enough room in this newsletter to 
share.  Thank you for all your school support and dedication.  Continue to 
check out our website and watch for all our good news…we love working 
with you!



***  IMPORTANT  NOTES  ***
We WILL have school on Monday, March 15  th   

Ou r  sc h o o l  ca l e n d a r  ind i c a t e s  it  is  a  da y  off  bu t  we  WILL  be  in  se s s i o n  on  tha t  da y.

• DISMISSAL     –  If  yo u  wi s h  to  ch a n g e  yo u r  ch i l d ’ s  no r m a l  di s m i s s a l  pr o c e d u r e ,  ple a s e  se n d  a  no t e  to  the  off i c e  

or  ca l l  PRIOR  TO 3:30.  We  wi l l  NO T  be  ab l e  to  ch a n g e  yo u r  ch i l d ’ s  di s m i s s a l  pr o c e d u r e  aft e r  tha t  tim e .   

- Date the note and instruct your child to hand it to their homeroom teacher upon arrival  .  The school  
is not responsible for any student that fails to turn in a request in a timely manner.

- Come to the main office (elementary building for K-6, middle school building for 7-8) to pick up your child for 
early dismissal.  You will have to sign your child out and show identification

- Early dismissal through the main office ends at 3:45 

Elementary School:  Dismissal begins at 4:00 –  parent comes to flagpole door, student pick-up and sign-out is in 
the cafeteria/rec space.  Parent and student exit through the flagpole door, students must be picked up no  
later than 4:30
Middle School:  Dismissal begins at 3:45 –  students must be picked up from the middle school cafeteria by 4:15

Questions?   Call Kisha Stubbs or Carol Wynne @  288-5702

• WELCOME  MR. DUNCAN!      If  yo u  ha v e n ’ t  no t i c e d ,  we  ha v e  a  ne w  Se c u r i t y  Gu a r d .   We  are  ve r y  pl e a s e d  
to  ha v e  Mr.   Em m a n u e l  Du n c a n  as  pa r t  of  the  UC C S  fam i l y .   Mr.  Du n c a n  is  a  RC S D  po l i c e  off i c e r  wh o  wi l l  be  
wi t h  us  un t i l  th e  en d  of  th i s  sc h o o l  ye a r .

• PARENT EDUCATION  DAY   –  Sa t u r d a y ,  Fe b r u a r y  6 th ma r k e d  ou r  fir s t  Pa r e n t  Ed u c a t i o n  Da y .   A  BI G  tha n k  
yo u  to  Mr.  Mo s e s  Ro b i n s o n  of  the  Ro c h e s t e r  Po l i c e  De p a r t m e n t  fo r  hi s  pr e s e n t a t i o n  an d  de d i c a t i o n  to  UC C S .   

• ARTS  NIGHT   –  A  rem i n d e r  to  all  –  ou r  Ar t s  Ni g h t  is  sc h e d u l e d  fo r  Wednesday, March 24  th   from 6:00-  
8:00 p.m.   Co m e  an d  vie w  stu d e n t  ar t w o r k  fro m  Gr a d e s  K-8.   Th e  ev e n t  wi l l  be  he l d  in  the  el e m e n t a r y  bu i l d i n g  

wh e r e  we  wi l l  al s o  ho s t  mu s i c a l  pe r f o r m a n c e s  by  mi d d l e  sc h o o l  an d  el e m e n t a r y  sc h o o l  st u d e n t s .   Pl e a s e  fee l  

fre e  to  co n t a c t  Mi s s  Be l l ,  Mr.  Co f f e y ,  Mr s .  Sc h e p p  or  Mr s .  Ro d g e r s  if  yo u  ha v e  an y  qu e s t i o n s .   A  Mi c h a e l  Ja c k s o n  

tri b u t e ,  clo w n s ,  stu d e n t  ar t w o r k ,  ma g i c  an d  re f r e s h m e n t s  –  we  ho p e  to  se e  yo u  the r e!   Si r  Du k e  by  Ste v i e  

Wo n d e r  wi l l  be  su n g ,  Im a g i n e  by  Jo h n  Le n n o n  wi l l  be  pe r f o r m e d  by  a  stu d e n t  gr o u p ,  A  few  cla s s i c a l  

co m p o s i t i o n s  on  gu i t a r  by  mi d d l e  sc h o o l  stu d e n t s .

• SATURDAY  GIRLS  GROUP   –  Mr s .  As h l i n e ,  Ms.  Ha y l o ,  Mr s .  Pe t z i n g :   On  Sa t u r d a y ,  Ja n u a r y  30 th we  he l d  

ou r  se c o n d  gro u p  for  mi d d l e  sc h o o l  gi r l s  at  UC C S .   We  had  a  gre a t  tu r n o u t  an d  the  gir l s  ha d  a  bu s y  da y.   Th e y  

sta r t e d  wi t h  sp e n d i n g  tim e  im p r o v i n g  the i r  stu d y  sk i l l s  wi t h  Ms.  Ha y l o .   Th e y  the n  al l  ha d  a  ch a n c e  to  ma k e  the i r  

ow n  piz z a  an d  ha d  fun  ma k i n g  so m e  for  the  tea c h e r s ,  inc l u d i n g  Mr.  Bl i s s!   Af t e r  ea t i n g  lun c h  tog e t h e r  an d  ha v i n g  

so m e  fun  co n v e r s a t i o n ,  Mr s .  As h l i n e  pr e s e n t e d  som e  an g e r  ma n a g e m e n t  sk i l l s  fo r  the  gi r l s  to  us e ,  inc l u d i n g  a  

de e p  bre a t h i n g  rel a x a t i o n  ex e r c i s e .   To  fin i s h  up,  Mr s .  Pe t z i n g  he l p e d  al l  of  the  gir l s  ma k e  the i r  ow n  str e s s  ba l l  

wh i c h  the y  ca n  us e  as  pa r t  of  the i r  ne w  ang e r  ma n a g e m e n t  sk i l l s!   Ov e r a l l  we  ha d  a  ve r y  fun  an d  su c c e s s f u l  da y  

an d  the  gi r l s  ar e  be n e f i t i n g  fro m  the  ex t r a  tim e  sp e n t  at  UC C S!

• ROCHESTER  EDUCATIONAL  OPPORTUNITY CENTER   –  We  ha v e  an o t h e r  ne w  and  wo n d e r f u l  

pa r t n e r s h i p!   Th e  Ro c h e s t e r  Ed u c a t i o n a l  Op p o r t u n i t y  Ce n t e r  th r o u g h  SU N Y  Br o c k p o r t  pr o v i d e s  int e r n s  tha t  as s i s t  

wi t h  cle r i c a l  ta s k s  in  the  He a l t h  Of f i c e  an d  in  the  Li b r a r y .   Ne w  RE O C  int e r n s  wi l l  be g i n  the i r  fiv e  we e k s  wi t h  us  

on  Ma r c h  1 st and  Ap r i l  5 th .  We  loo k  fo r w a r d  to  ye t  an o t h e r  re w a r d i n g  pa r t n e r s h i p!

• DRESS  DOWN DAY !!!   –   Fri d a y ,  Ma r c h  12 th wi l l  ma r k  ou r  fir s t  ev e r ,  sc h o o l- wi d e ,  Dr e s s  Do w n  Fr i d a y .  

Stu d e n t s  an d  sta f f  ca n  pa y  fro m  $1.00  to  $5.00  on  tha t  da y  to  we a r  jea n s .   Th e  mo n e y  rai s e d  wi l l  go  tow a r d  the  

8 th gra d e  Wa s h i n g t o n  DC  tri p .   Jeans may not have words or offensive images on them, may not be torn, 
and may not be “low riders”.

• PRINCIPAL  SEARCH   –  Be g i n n i n g  on  Su n d a y ,  Fe b r u a r y  28 th , we  wi l l  be  ad v e r t i s i n g  in  the  De m o c r a t  &  

Ch r o n i c l e  an d  oth e r  loc a l  ins t i t u t i o n s  tha t  we  are  loo k i n g  fo r  a  pr i n c i p a l .   Th e r e  ha s  be e n  a  “Pri n c i p a l  Se a r c h  

Co m m i t t e e  es t a b l i s h e d  co n s i s t i n g  of:   Ca r i s s a  Di b b l e  (4th gra d e  tea c h e r),  Ky r a  Fra n c i s  (8th gra d e  tea c h e r),  

Jo s e p h i n e  Ho r t o n  (pare n t  rep) an d  Ca r o l  Wy n n e  (adm i n i s t r a t i o n).   If  yo u  ha v e  qu e s t i o n s  pl e a s e  co n t a c t  an y  of  

the  rep r e s e n t a t i v e s  ab o v e  at  288-5702.



VOLUNTEER AND COMMUNITY NEWS
Miriam Steinberg

We  ha v e  an  int e r e s t i n g  se r i e s  of  wo r k s h o p s  ha p p e n i n g  in  the  Mi d d l e  Sc h o o l  rig h t  no w .   Th e  Me t r o  Co u n c i l  fo r  Te e n  
Po t e n t i a l  re c e i v e d  a  gra n t  to  lea d  a  se r i e s  of  wo r k s h o p s  ca l l e d  Li f e  Sk i l l s .   Th e  wo r k s h o p s  ar e  aim e d  at  mi d d l e  sc h o o l  ag e d  
kid s  an d  are  fac i l i t a t e d  by  pe o p l e  tra i n e d  at  MC T P  sp e c i f i c a l l y  to  lea d  the s e  dis c u s s i o n s .   Th e  kid s  ar e  di v i d e d  up  by  
bo y s/g i r l s  an d  the  top i c s  ar e  ag e- ap p r o p r i a t e  iss u e s  su c h  as  he a l t h y  rel a t i o n s h i p s ,  co m m u n i c a t i o n ,  pe e r  pr e s s u r e ,  
res p o n s i b i l i t y ,  da t i n g  an d  fu t u r e  go a l s .   We  ha v e  go t t e n  gr e a t  fee d b a c k  fro m  ou r  st u d e n t s .   Th e  firs t  se r i e s  of  wo r k s h o p s  wi l l  
be  for  7 th gra d e  an d  wi l l  th e n  be  fol l o w e d  by  8 th gra d e .

St.  Jo h n  Fis h e r  is  se n d i n g  us  an o t h e r  gr o u p  of  nu r s i n g  stu d e n t s  to  he l p  ou t  in  ou r  cla s s r o o m s .   Th e y  wi l l  be  he r e  fo r  si x  
we e k s  an d  no t  on l y  wi l l  the y  be  he l p i n g  ou r  nu r s e  Mr s .  Fla n a g a n ,  bu t  the y  wi l l  al s o  tea c h  a  cla s s  on  a  he a l t h- rel a t e d  top i c  
to  som e  of  ou r  st u d e n t s .

On e  of  ou r  am a z i n g  vo l u n t e e r s  is  go i n g  to  be  fea t u r e d  in  a  vid e o  be i n g  file d  at  ou r  sc h o o l .   De b  Wa l t z e r ,  wh o  vo l u n t e e r s  in  
Mr s .  Pa i n e ’ s  3 rd gra d e  cla s s ,  (and  ha s  be e n  wi t h  us  sin c e  the  be g i n n i n g  of  ou r  sc h o o l  in  2005), is  go i n g  to  be  fea t u r e d  in  a  
vid e o  be i n g  do n e  by  the  Je w i s h  Fe d e r a t i o n  Co a l i t i o n  fo r  Li t e r a c y .   Th e  JFC L  is  wo r k i n g  wi t h  film  stu d e n t s  fro m  RIT  to  
pr o d u c e  a  vid e o  hig h l i g h t i n g  som e  of  the  com m u n i t y  wo r k  tha t  the y  do.   Th e y  wi l l  be  vi s i t i n g  Mr s .  Pa i n e ’ s  cla s s r o o m  to  film  
De b  Wa l t z e r  rea d i n g  to  the  stu d e n t s .   It  sh o u l d  be  a  ve r y  co o l  ex p e r i e n c e  for  the  3 rd  gra d e r s  to  se e  th i s  pr o c e s s!

BREAKFAST  AND  LUNCH  BALANCE S  -   PLEASE  help us  keep our costs down!  

Be l o w  are  gu i d e l i n e s  fo r  me a l  pa y m e n t s .   Th a n k  yo u  in  ad v a n c e  for  he l p i n g  us  ou t  ke e p i n g  ac c o u n t s  up- to-da t e!

Wh e n  a  RE D U C E D  PA Y  FA M I L Y  rea c h e s  a  ne g a t i v e  ba l a n c e  of  $10  we  wi l l  se n d  an  inv o i c e  ho m e  via  U.S.  
Ma i l .   Wh e n  a  FU L L  PA Y  FA M I L Y  rea c h e s  a  ne g a t i v e  ba l a n c e  of  $25  we  wi l l  se n d  an  inv o i c e  ho m e  via  U.S.  Ma i l .

In  ei t h e r  ca s e ,  if  no  pa y m e n t  is  ma d e  on  the  ac c o u n t  wi t h i n  ON E  WE E K  we  wi l l  ca l l  to  no t i f y  yo u  tha t  we  wi l l  be  pu l l i n g  
the  st u d e n t(s) me a l  ca r d(s) on  a  sp e c i f i c  da t e  an d  tha t  yo u  wi l l  be  re s p o n s i b l e  to  pr o v i d e  br e a k f a s t  an d  lun c h  for  yo u r  
ch i l d(re n).

If  the r e  is  no  po s i t i v e  re s p o n s e  to  the  ab o v e  ste p s  we  wi l l  tak e  the  fo l l o w i n g  ac t i o n :
• Pu l l  me a l  ca r d  fro m  stu d e n t(s) and  ho l d  in  the  ma i n  off i c e  so  no  ad d i t i o n a l  ch a r g e s  ca n  be  ac c r u e d .

• St u d e n t(s) wi l l  no t  re c e i v e  a  rep o r t  ca r d(s) un t i l  th e  FAMILY  me a l  bi l l  is  pa i d  in  fu l l.

• Me a l  ca r d(s) wi l l  be  re t u r n e d  to  the  stu d e n t  wh e n  the  FAMILY  bi l l  is  pa i d  in  fu l l.

WOW!
Siblings from Mrs. Spencer/Mrs. Pike’s kindergarten class and Mr. Haak’s second grade class were touched by 
recent events in Haiti.  They wanted to raise money to help so they went around to K, 1 and 2 classrooms to talk 

about the events.  Students in these classrooms donated change and we raised $159.45 to donate to UNICEF.
A BIG THANK YOU TO GRADES K, 1 AND 2!

Sign, return this to school and you could win a PRIZE!  3 winners selected every month. 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR February winners: Marjorie Sailer (Madison Sailer), Ebony Burroughs (Tasia Harvey and  

Jahmir Mewborn), and Diane Wynn (Trenton and Jalyn Wynn)

     Your Name:____________________________________________  Home Phone:______________________________



HEALTH OFFICE
Maureen Flanagan

SLEEP  zzzzz z z z … . .

    

Is your child getting enough sleep? 
Do you know that kids can suffer 
from the same difficulties 
sleeping as adults?  They may not 
have bill problems or job stress 
but they still have things on their 
little minds that could affect their 
sleeping.

We are noticing an ever-increasing 
number of children showing up in 
the nurses office because they 
are “tired” and just want to lay 
down to sleep.

If your child is not getting enough 
sleep here are some signs for you 
to look for:

• Irritability
• Moodiness
• Slowed speech
• Flattened emotional 

responses
• Impaired memory
• Lapses in attention

Insomnia, nightmares, night 
terrors and sleepwalking are 
common in children with bad sleep 
habits.   If you suspect your child 
is having sleep difficulties, try 
some of these remedies:

• No beverages (or foods 
like chocolate) containing 
caffeine at least 4 hours 
before bedtime

• Maintain an even 
temperature in the 
bedroom (not too hot, not 
too cold, not too noisy, 
not too bright)

• Try to maintain the same 
“go to sleep” and “wake 
up” time each day/night.

FOOD SERVICE
Jim Joninas

Menu Improvements

The Urban Choice Charter School 
Food Service staff and Sarkis 
Catering, our food provider, have an 
ongoing dialog to discuss our 
working relationship and food service 
improvements. This ongoing dialog 
helps both the caterer and the school 
to continually improve our service to 
the students. 

Topics we discuss include the likes 
and dislikes of the students, food 
variety, serving size, condiments and 
seasoning.  This year our breakfast 
menu has returned to a more 
traditional menu that is favored by 
the students. 

We are serving more of the lunch 
foods the children like such as, 
Burgers, Jamaican Beef Patty, 
Pizza, Steak Sandwiches, Salisbury 
Steak, Chicken Nuggets, Chicken 
Fries, BBQ Chicken Strips, BBQ 
Turkey, Fish, Tacos, and Fresh Fruit. 
Unpopular lunch entrees have been 
eliminated.  

The same meals are served in both 
school buildings, however the middle 
school has a fresh garden salad 
everyday that is offered free to all 
students weather they eat school 
lunch or bring their lunch from home. 

Every effort is being made to provide 
healthy and nourishing meals for 
breakfast and lunch.  We listen to the 
“Voice of the Customer”, our 
students, and strive to achieve 
continuous improvement with our 
food services. 

LITERACY CORNER
Paula Haylo, Melissa Blankenberg

Choosing the Right Books For Your Child

There are bazillions of books 
in your library!  How can you 
find what’s best for your kids? 
No matter if your kids are 5 
or 12, if you choose the right 

books you can make reading an incredibly 
rewarding experience for them.  These 
guidelines will help you select books that 
are age-appropriate.

Kindergarten:
     Look for Mother Goose, nursery 
rhymes, and other books that show familiar 
objects/experiences.  
     Young children like listening to slightly 
complex texts with good rhythm and 
effective word repetition.  They’re also 
coordinated enough to have constructive 
fun with toy-like books that pop-up, move 
or provide other astonishments.

Early School Years (Ages 5-8)
     Some kids may learn to read before 
they’re in 1st grade.  Picture books with 
strong storylines and character 
development are especially good for 
reading aloud or with kids.  
     If your child is reading independently, 
choose a book with a straightforward story 
that has familiar, every day words.  
     Some publishers produce “easy readers” 
that independent readers often enjoy.  3rd 

graders are often able to handle stores 
with some complexity.  The vocabulary 
should be relatively familiar but include 
some challenging words.  
     A lot of informational books have been 
published for early grades.  These books 
encourage children to read about topics 
that interest them and to satisfy their 
curiosity about complex subjects.

Older Children (Ages 9-12 and older)
     Think about your child’s personality, 
likes and dislikes.  This will help you choose 
between an informational book or a novel in 
an area that your child is interested in.



KID’S CORNER
Run the Olympic torch through the maze into the Olympic stadium .



KID’S CORNER
WINTER OLYMPICS WORD JUMBLES

Unscramble the first four words in each set of jumbles. Then use the circled letters to unscramble the final word. Some of the 
words may unscramble into more than one word, but only one word is related to the puzzle.

1. WINTER OLYMPIC SPORTS

G I I K N S

C E H K O Y

E G L U

A G I K N S T

Answer:

2. ATHLETE TRAITS

C E E F I R

D O P R U

E E N S T V

E N K E

Answer:

3. ABOUT THE OLYMPICS

A E H M N S T

A E F M L

E E N S T V

A D E L M S

Answer:

4. OLYMPIC WINNERS

D I M O P U

A E H M N T

D G L O

C E H E S R

Answer:

Answers: 1. skiing,hockey,luge,skating,skeleton 2. fierce,proud,strong,keen,confident 3. anthems,flame,events,medals,athletes 4. podium,anthem,gold,cheers,champion
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